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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Cars Damaging the Environment 
Q-The manufacturing and use of cars damage the environment, but their popularity has 

increased. 

-Why is this? 

-How could this be controlled? 
Although both car production and car use contribute to pollution, the auto industry continues 

to grow. Furthermore, developing countries now have more disposable income, and 

governments can use regulation to limit the resulting environmental damage. 

The primary reason for the growing number of cars in developing countries is population 

growth. Ownership peaked decades ago in developed countries, and many European 

countries, in particular, are now embracing greener modes of transportation. On the other 

hand, cars are viewed as a status symbol that boosts self-esteem while also serving a practical 

travel purpose in developing countries. The rise in car ownership is unsurprising when 

combined with rising per capita GDP. For example, a growing middle class in Vietnam has 

dramatically increased purchases of foreign automobiles over the last decade. Because of the 

high demand, a Vietnamese company launched the first domestically produced car last year. 

This pattern is repeated in developing countries all over the world. 

 

The government's response is the most powerful. Consumers will continue to purchase 

automobiles, but the government controls various potential environmental safeguards. For 

example, stricter emission standards laws could be enacted. This would reduce the average 

amount of pollution emitted by individual cars, making a significant difference in the long 

run. Another measure would be to discourage car ownership by heavily taxing cars and 

improving public transportation quality. An excellent example would be Vietnam, where 

vehicles are taxed at 200 percent, and the government is building the world's most expensive 

subway system in Ho Chi Minh City. Unfortunately, individuals are unlikely to change their 

behavior in large numbers, so policymakers must deter citizens through bold reforms. 
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