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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Medical Research 
Q-Governments should spend more money on medical research and less on researching 

the environment. 

-To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
Many people today believe that governments should prioritize funding for medical research 

over environmental research. Learning more about the environment is one way to inform 

climate change policy, but more funding should be directed toward medical research. 

Those who advocate for a greater emphasis on the environment are eager to understand and 

mitigate the effects of climate change. However, there is arguably no more severe threat to 

human civilization's future than a deteriorating natural world. Currently, billions of dollars 

are being invested in research to determine how quickly the polar ice caps are melting, what 

the impact will be, the damage to ecosystems, the interrelationship between humans and these 

delicate ecosystems, and the role of fossil fuels in exacerbating climate change. Of course, 

there are wildly divergent theories in all of these areas, and some believe that the best use of 

research grants is to give scientists free rein to study and collaborate to reach a more robust 

consensus. 

 

Despite the strength of the preceding argument, I believe health is a more legitimate and 

pressing concern. Climate scientists are constantly at odds, and it is unclear whether 

increased funding would be beneficial or harmful. Moreover, the results of health research 

are unequivocally positive. Over the last several decades, the numerous advancements in 

health are a better understanding of mental illness, less invasive surgical procedures, better 

vaccines, and countless new iterations of advanced medical equipment. These are 

implemented immediately and save or improve lives in every country worldwide. 

Furthermore, increased research funding would pave the way for new medical innovations 

involving genetic modification experimentation and a better understanding of disease 

prevention. 

To summarise, understanding climate change is critical, but nothing is more important than 

one's health. As a result, governments must find ways to balance these competing interests 

while considering what is most beneficial to their current citizens. 
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