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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-The costs of medical health care are increasing all the time. As a result, governments 

are finding it challenging to balance the health care budget. 

-Should citizens be responsible for their health costs and take out private health 

insurance, or is it better to have a comprehensive health care system that provides all 

free health services? Discuss. 
 

Model answer: 
The question of whether or not citizens should purchase private health insurance is a hot topic 

these days. The expense of providing free medical care to both the wealthy and the poor is 

just too high for any government, and most people think that you should buy insurance if you 

can afford it. In this paper, I will argue that everyone who can afford it should be insured, but 

those who cannot afford it should be provided with free medical care. 

 

The expense of health care to the government is the most important argument for pushing 

consumers to purchase private health insurance. It is a waste of public funds to provide free 

health insurance to those who can afford it. Naturally, consumers will only pay health 

insurance premiums if they believe they are getting a decent deal. Therefore, they should pay 

very little or nothing if they become ill. Furthermore, privately insured people are entitled to 

special privileges such as choosing their doctors and avoiding huge hospital bed waiting lists. 

 

On the other hand, those who truly cannot afford to pay expensive private insurance 

premiums are still entitled to the best medical care possible as citizens - they cannot be forced 

to pay their medical expenses. If they work, they should nonetheless pay a tax of 1% to 2% of 

their earnings to cover the cost of providing "free" medical treatments. 

 

To summarise, most people should ensure their health privately, but it is unrealistic to expect 

all residents to afford it. As a result, the very poor and unemployed must have access to a 

safety net in the shape of a primary free healthcare system. 
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