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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 
Writing Task 2 

Q-The roads in major cities today are often difficult to travel on. 

-What are the causes of this? 

-What are some possible solutions? 
 

As the world's population shifts from rural to urban areas, travel conditions within cities have 

deteriorated. The primary causes are all related to overpopulation, and the solution is for 

governments to incentivize people to live outside of city limits. 

Surging urban populations are the most visible source of congested roads and critical 

infrastructure. According to research, cities built hundreds of years ago house more than half 

of the world's population. Consider the city of Boston. Boston had fewer than 100,000 

people, who traveled mainly by walking or riding horses and carriages. With nearly a million 

people today, the narrow roads are congested during rush hour. Today the population is 

almost a million, which means the narrow lanes are gridlocked with traffic during rush hour. 

The relentless pounding of an overpopulated city also means that the streets suffer from more 

significant wear and tear, requiring constant maintenance and exacerbating the average 

citizen's daily commute. 

 

Governments could encourage people to relocate outside of cities to alleviate these problems. 

The other half of the proposal would lower taxes in neighboring districts. Many people could 

still commute to work from nearby suburbs, as is already the case in most major cities. 

Governments could also provide companies with special tax breaks and exemptions that 

allow employees to work remotely. This would enable people to live outside of cities or, if 

they choose to stay in town, they will not contribute to rush hour traffic. 

Finally, government intervention can help to improve urban dwellers' travel conditions. 

Nations that take up this cause will be well-positioned to compete in the rapidly changing 

twenty-first century. 
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