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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-In some countries, it is thought advisable that children begin formal education at 

four years old, while in others, they do not have to start school until they are seven or 

eight. 

How far do you agree with either of these views? 

-Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge 

or experience. 
 
MODEL ANSWER  

In some parts of the world, parents encourage their toddlers to start learning while they are 

still toddlers, using a variety of books and computer games that teach them to count or learn 

their letters. Then, the parents select the first school for their four-year-old that focuses on 

academic ability so that, by the time they enter the next school, the children are well ahead of 

their age group, with high marks in essential subjects such as math and language, or are 

prepared to take competitive entrance examinations for other schools if applicable. 

Children are at home or playschool until they are around seven years old in other countries. 

They don't even start learning to read until then, but they listen to and tell stories, paint and 

draw, make models and build tree houses, swim and play ball games, keep fish, and grow 

plants in the playschool garden. 

The question, in my opinion, is not which method produces the most capable students. 

Regardless of where they are educated, the majority of those who enroll in university do so at 

around the same age worldwide. A brilliant scientist from one country may be working in a 

laboratory with an equally brilliant scientist from another country, and their educational 

backgrounds may be completely different. As a result, both approaches can produce capable 

academics, all else being equal. Nonetheless, one method is likely to be preferable to the 

other. 

Spending early childhood struggling to acquire academic skills in a competitive environment 

does not appear to be the best way to produce a balanced personality. Learning through play 

and social skills prepares a child for adulthood in fundamental ways that competitive parents 

overlook. If a child has the academic ability, it will show as the child grows and does not 

need to be forced at a young age. 
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