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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Academic/Practical Knowledge 
Q-Students should be primarily taught academic subjects to pass exams, and practical 

skills such as cooking should not be taught. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 

Today, many educators are under pressure to teach to the test and prioritize academic subjects 

over practical ones. This approach, in my opinion, is manifestly short-sighted, and practical 

skills are critical components of a well-rounded education. 

Those favoring a singular focus on academics can see the tangible result of higher test scores. 

Accelerating academic progress in inner-city schools is an excellent example. Several 

reforms have been implemented over the last several decades to assist the lowest-performing 

districts in catching up. The results have been mixed at times, but overall, more students from 

low-income or troubled families can now attend college, often as the first person in their 

family to do so. 

 

Though there may be a case for an overemphasis on academics in some districts, learning 

practical skills is an essential part of becoming a well-rounded individual. Those with specific 

skills, such as a sharp memory and logical thinking, will fare better in academic subjects such 

as math and physics. This means that these abilities are rewarded and may become 

overdeveloped at the expense of skills related to practical work, such as spatial thinking and 

multitasking. Graduates who know how to please their teachers and get good grades in 

academic subjects will lack basic life skills. Practical skills go a long way toward making this 

a reality. 

In conclusion, the argument for academics only applies to niche segments of society, and 

learning practical skills has tremendous benefits. Schools should find ways to balance both 

despite external pressure from the government and parents for the reductive measure of 

higher marks. 
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