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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-Some people think that keeping pets is suitable for children, while others believe it is 
dangerous and unhealthy. 
-Which viewpoint do you agree with? 
-Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own experience 

or knowledge. 

 

 

Model Answer:  
Some people believe that keeping pets around young children is beneficial, while others 

disagree, citing recent pet-related injuries and fatalities. In this essay, I will argue that the 

dangers of young children having pets are overstated, if not exaggerated, and that children 

benefit psychologically from having pets. 

 

To begin with, most parents allow common and friendly pets such as cats, dogs, and birds as 

their children's companions, and strange pets such as snakes, spiders, apes, and so on are 

extremely rare. Of course, such odd and wild pets have harmed some children. Such 

incidents, however, are so rare that they are insignificant. Most children have non-lethal pets 

such as cats, dogs, fish, rodents, and rabbits. For example, according to recent statistics, 93 

percent of children own non-lethal and friendly pets with a near-zero chance of harming or 

injuring children. As a result, I believe that pets do not pose a physical risk to children. 

 

There are numerous examples that I can think of that demonstrate the benefits of allowing 

children to have pets. However, the most important of these are the positive effects on 

children's psychology and growth. Young pet owners frequently empathize with their pets 

and engage in various activities to keep them happy. The Cambridge Developmental 

Psychology Unit discovered that children who grew up with pets were 30% less likely to 

bully and be aggressive toward others. Pets are also beneficial to young children's mental 

development, as they engage in exciting activities with their pets that help them understand 

empathy more deeply. So it is undeniable that exposing a child to pets can improve their 

prosociality and mental health. 

 

Finally, allowing young children to interact with friendly pets has significant advantages. It is 

not harmful to children's health but rather beneficial in cultivating important good qualities. 

As a result, it is expected that parents who want to get pets for their children will think about 

the benefits and ultimately choose one of the standard and friendly pets for their children. 
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