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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Printed Newspapers and Reading Online 
Q-In the future, nobody will buy printed newspapers or books because they will be able to 

read everything they want online without paying. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
 

The popularity of physical newspapers and books is dwindling to extinction. Although 

specific segments of the population still value books, I believe that the shift to free online 

media is unavoidable. 

The counter-argument is that some people continue to pay for print versions. These are 

usually older people and only apply to well-known books and newspapers. The New York 

Times, for example, still generates significant revenue from subscriptions and is one of the 

few magazines in the United States that still publishes a daily, physical edition. Furthermore, 

hard copies of books remain popular. The vast majority of middle-aged and older people 

relish the texture and character of actual books and lack the technological know-how to 

download E-Books. Even many younger people prefer reading paperbacks and hardcovers to 

reduce eye strain. 

 

Nonetheless, nearly everyone will read exclusively online one day. The number of publishers 

who resigned to stop printing, such as The Boston Globe, The Atlantic, and The Independent, 

is the most visible evidence of this. Those still in print have seen their circulation plummet as 

people access the same news for free and conveniently on their mobile devices. The rise of 

Amazon's online platforms is causing a similar trend with E-Books. Furthermore, companies 

that charge for online subscriptions have discovered that their readership is dwindling as 

competitors are willing to post free content and earn profits through targeted advertising. 

These are deeply ingrained habits for young people, and it is only a matter of time before 

print media disappears entirely. 

 

In conclusion, a rapid decline in publishing cannot be halted as reading habits have changed 

irrevocably. This means websites will have to become as reliable and responsible as 

newspapers. 
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