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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-Should, the international community do more to tackle the threat of global warming? 

-Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge 

or experience. 

 
 MODEL ANSWER  

Most climate scientists have long recognized global warming as a serious issue. As a result, 

governments worldwide have begun to take the necessary steps to address it. However, 

because our understanding of the scope and nature of the problem is still evolving, efforts to 

combat global warming must be reassessed regularly. 

According to new evidence, some risk factors associated with climate change may have been 

overstated. For example, sea levels are expected to rise by about one meter, rather than the 

predicted two meters. This is because some glaciers and ice sheets, such as the Arctic, appear 

to be contracting while others, such as the Antarctic, appear to be expanding. Furthermore, it 

is now thought that the Gulf Stream is unlikely to disappear. As a result, plans for flood 

defenses in coastal areas may be scaled back. 

However, there is evidence that some of the effects of climate change may have been 

overstated. Drought is now thought to be a more significant threat to tropical forests. 

Hurricanes and typhoons may intensify. As a result, more effective efforts should protect 

vulnerable populations, particularly in low areas. Buildings in hurricane-prone areas may 

need to be redesigned to withstand high winds. 

These recommendations, however, address the symptoms of global warming rather than the 

underlying cause: greenhouse gas emissions. Whatever the precise magnitude and nature of 

global warming's consequences, they are all undesirable. More can be done to reduce the use 

of fossil fuels. Stricter emissions targets should be established, and the use of alternative 

energy sources should be encouraged. To do nothing to address the causes of global warming 

would be profoundly irresponsible. 
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