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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-Many people believe that formal “pen and paper” examinations are not the best 

method of assessing educational achievement. 

Discuss this view and give your own opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge 

or experience. 
MODEL ANSWER  

Exams are one of the most common methods of measuring learning in educational systems 

worldwide. Exams are used at almost every stage of the learning process to ensure that the 

learner is ready to move on to the next step. Many people, however, believe that the role of 

examinations should be reconsidered. 

Exams have several advantages. They contribute to fairness by subjecting all exam 

candidates to the same conditions. They are also relatively adaptable; various exam questions, 

such as multiple-choice questions and essay tasks, can assess multiple types of reasoning 

ability. Exams, on the other hand, have apparent drawbacks. Candidates can often perform 

well on exams even if they lack underlying knowledge or skills. On the other hand, some test-

takers perform poorly in exams because they are anxious. Furthermore, some teachers and 

students concentrate only on the aspects of the curriculum that are likely to be tested, 

narrowing the educational experience. 

To address these concerns, several steps should be taken: 
1. Exams should, whenever possible, correspond to the content and activities of the learning 

environment. 
2. Exam tasks should be varied to provide candidates with a level playing field. 
3. Other assessment types should be considered, such as assignment writing to assess 

independent learning and research skills or group projects to assess teamwork ability. 

Exams play an essential role in ensuring accurate, objective assessment of achievement. But, 

on the other hand, Exams must be carefully designed and supplemented with other forms of 

evaluation if they are a valuable component of the educational system. 
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