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IELTS WRITING TASK 1 

Q-The table below shows the consumer durables (telephone, refrigerator, etc.) owned in 

Britain from 1972 to 1983. 

-Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information shown below. 

 

 
 
 
Consumer durables 

1972 1974 1976 1978 1979 1981 1982 1983 

Percentage of households with: 

central heating 39 43 48 52 55 59 60 64 

television 93 95 96 96 97 97 97 98 

video               18 

vacuum cleaner 87 89 92 92 93 94 95   

refrigerator 73 81 88 91 92 93 93 94 

washing machine 66 68 71 75 74 78 79 80 

dishwasher       3 3 4 4 5 

telephone 42 50 54 60 67 75 76 77 

 

 
Model answer 

The percentage of British homes possessing various consumer durables progressively 

climbed between 1972 and 1983, as seen in the table. The most notable rise was telephone 

ownership, which increased from 42% in 1972 to 77% in 1983. Then there was central 

heating, which increased from 37% of households in 1972 to 64% in 1983. Over the same 

period, the percentage of households having a refrigerator increased by 2%, and the rate of 

households with a washing machine increased by 14%. Vacuum cleaners in the home. 

Televisions and dishwashers each saw an increase of 8%, 5%, and 2%, respectively. In 1983, 

when they were first introduced, 18% of households owned a video recorder. 

 

The numbers show that the proportion of British residences with central heating increased 

from one to two thuds over the period, and the ratio of those with a phone increased from 

under half to over three-quarters. Together with the considerable increases in the ownership 

of washing machines and refrigerators, they show improving living standards and a tendency 

toward more comfortable and convenient lifestyles. 
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