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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-Illiteracy has traditionally been viewed as primarily a third-world problem. 

However, it is becoming apparent that illiteracy is increasing in countries like the USA 

and Australia. 

-Discuss possible causes for this and its effect on society. 
 

Model answer: 

Illiteracy is becoming a significant issue in developed countries. This is surprising because 

most people believe this is only a problem in developing countries like Africa and India. 

However, illiteracy is linked to other issues, including poverty, overpopulation, and 

governmental corruption. Let us look more closely at the causes of this growing problem in 

many Western countries. 

 

The introduction of television is one of the most apparent causes of the rise in illiteracy. 

Children are no longer required to read to obtain information. They don't even have to read to 

unwind? Today's children come home from school and immediately go to "the box" to watch 

their favorite show. Reading is much more complex and exciting than watching television. 

 

Another reason for the rise in illiteracy is the number of women who work. As a result, 

children are frequently left alone at home and are unsupervised. When parents return home, 

they are often too exhausted to spend quality time with their children. 

 

It is also true that many people attribute the decline in illiteracy to schools. However, there 

has been a shift away from teaching fundamental skills such as reading and writing in many 

countries. 

 

There are numerous consequences to this rising illiteracy rate. Unemployment is the most 

obvious example. This, in turn, may result in alcohol and drug abuse. Eventually, the 

country's economy suffers, and living standards fall. 

 

Parents must become more aware of their responsibilities to address this issue, and schools 

must reconsider their teaching methods. If this downward trend continues, the problem of 

illiteracy will worsen. 
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