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Grammar Exercise  

Linking phrases 

It is very common to use these linking phrases to give your opinion in IELTS Writing Task 2. 

Although it is true that teachers work long hours, I believe that teaching is a very worthwhile and 

important job. 

Many people say that living alone can be difficult and lonely. Nonetheless, I think that there are 

more advantages of having your own place, such as being able to do whatever you like. 

Linking phrases are often used in conclusions to show that you have considered the question 

carefully and that you understand different points of view To sum up, although it is true that exams 

can be stressful for children, I think that they are the best and the fairest way to accurately assess 

students' progress.  

Related Topic: Linking Words  

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

  

Experts believe that over the next decade, robots will be doing many of the jobs currently 

done by humans. 

 

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this. Give reasons for your answer and include any 

relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience. Write at least 250 words. 

 

Here is a model answer. Complete it with linking words from the box. Words can be used 

more than once. 

 

Also                          consequently            for example             furthermore                however                   

whilst                        in conclusion             in contrast                therefore 

 

In the future, experts predict that robots will be doing many of the tasks currently done by 

humans………….. , there will be many advantages and disadvantages for society. In this essay, I will 

discuss both the positive and negative aspects of this new development. 

The biggest advantage robots will bring to the workplace is their ability to work quickly and 

accurately………… , they don't need to take breaks or have holidays. This would ……………. mean that 

having a robot worker would be much more economical than employing a human. Another great 

advantage of using robots in the workplace is that they can perform tasks that are thought to be 

dangerous,……………. , working on busy roads or underground. They can………………  do the jobs 

humans don't want to do, such as cleaning the house or dealing with rubbish……………….., there are 
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also many disadvantages to robots entering the workplace. The most significant disadvantage is that 

many humans would be left unemployed…………… , if a robot was to stop working, this could cause 

major problems for a company which relied heavily on the technology. A robot which wasn't working 

properly could also be very dangerous in some cases. The cost of maintaining these robots could also 

be very expensive…………..., as can be seen from the points made in this essay, there are both 

advantages and disadvantages to having robots enter the workplace……………..  there are many 

advantages to this, a significant negative impact would be the loss of jobs for humans. If managed in 

the right way,………….. , I feel that overall the advantages would outweigh the disadvantages. 

 

ANSWER 

 
In the future, experts predict that robots will be doing many of the tasks currently done 
by humans. Consequently, there will be many advantages and disadvantages for 
society. In this essay, I will discuss both the positive and negative aspects of this new 
development. 
The biggest advantage robots will bring to the workplace is their ability to work quickly 
and accurately. Furthermore / Also, they don't need to take breaks or have holidays. 
This would therefore mean that having a robot worker would be much more economical 
than employing a human. Another great advantage of using robots in the workplace is 
that they can perform tasks that are thought to be dangerous, for example, working on 
busy roads or underground. They can also do the jobs humans don't want to do, such 
as cleaning the house or dealing with rubbish. 
In contrast / However, there are also many disadvantages to robots entering the 
workplace. The most significant disadvantage is that many humans would be left 
unemployed. Also / Furthermore, if a robot was to stop working, this could cause major 
problems for a company which relied heavily on the technology. A robot which wasn't 
working properly could also be very dangerous in some cases. The cost of maintaining 
these robots could also be very expensive. 
In conclusion, as can be seen from the points made in this essay, there are both 
advantages and disadvantages to having robots enter the workplace. Whilst there are 
many advantages to this, a significant negative impact would be the loss of jobs for 
humans. If managed in the right way, however, I feel that overall the advantages would 
outweigh the disadvantages. 
 

 

 


