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IELTS Writing task 2 
Q-As the number of private cars has increased, so too has the pollution level in many cities. 

So what can-be done to tackle this increasingly common problem? 

 
 Sample answer 

As the number of personal automobiles has grown, so has pollution. Overreliance on cars at 

the cost of public transportation has exacerbated the situation, prompting many concerned 

individuals to seek a solution. 

 

One possible approach is to increase taxes on private automobiles to discourage their use. 

Many individuals would contemplate utilizing alternate modes of transportation or even 

walking if the price of gasoline were to rise. There might be a few complaints from 

automobile drivers, but they would be minor compared to the environmental advantages. 

 

Another option is to investigate the problem's precise causes. Modern automobiles, for 

example, have cleaner-burning engines and catalytic converters. Consequently, they do not 

pose as much environmental risk as confident earlier automobiles. Automobiles that have 

been on the road for three years or longer in Japan, for example, are severely taxed, pushing 

people to buy new cars that pollute less. Some of the most polluting vehicles would be 

removed off the road if older vehicles were highly taxed. This, however, would not be fair to 

people who cannot afford to buy a new automobile regularly. 

 

Improvements in public transportation's quality and efficiency would also encourage people 

to drive less. For example, in London, a system where people are assigned days of the week 

to use their vehicles has been in place for some years. On days when they are not permitted to 

drive, they use public transportation. 

Although these are all possible answers to the problem, none of them are ideal. This issue can 

only be remedied with a concerted effort from both the government and the general 

population. 
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