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IELTS WRITING TASK 1 

Q-Some people believe that a person's culture is defined by their country of origin, 

while others believe it has only a minor influence. 

Discuss both these views and give your opinion. 

-Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge 

or experience. 
 
 Model answer 

If culture is defined as shared beliefs, values, attitudes, and behaviors, it stands to reason that 

their country of origin impacts their culture. The question is, to what extent? Is nationality the 

determining factor, or is it just one of many? I believe both arguments are valid, but I prefer 

the latter. 

The 'defining influence' argument is simple to grasp. Someone born and raised in a particular 

location will be heavily influenced. The 'nurture argument,' as psychologists call it, states that 

you are a product of your environment. So, if your country's cuisine uses specific ingredients, 

your palate becomes accustomed to those ingredients but may struggle with other less 

familiar flavors. Similarly, if your country has a traditional musical style, such as reggae or 

rock, all citizens will be exposed to it. 

On the other hand, we must consider the consequences of globalization. Most people are 

exposed to and interact with people from different cultures daily. The evidence is 

everywhere: restaurants, movies, and foreign businesses are everywhere. One of the 

advantages of globalization is that it provides us with various cultural options to choose from. 

It is unlikely that any citizen of a particular country does not have likes or preferences outside 

their home country. Furthermore, an increasing number of people work, study, or travel 

extensively outside of their home country. These people will inevitably be exposed to new 

influences. 

In this globalized world, we are influenced by our nationality, in my opinion. We all adopt 

elements from other cultures daily, whether consciously or unconsciously, based on our 

preferences and experiences. This, in my opinion, is what makes the world so exciting. 
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