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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-Some thinks that governments should support retired people financially, while others 

believe they should care for themselves. 

-Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 
 

Many people today believe that the government should assist older adults rather than being 

left to their resources. However, while governments are responsible in some circumstances, 

citizens should be encouraged to manage their finances. 

Many people prefer a government-backed retirement plan since many seniors are in poor 

health. Several probable causes should be considered. Some seniors are alone, while others 

are combat veterans who have difficulty finding a job due to physical or mental disabilities, 

and still, others are victims of economic downturns. Without assistance, they will be at the 

mercy of society, ending up in soup kitchens, seeking long-term charity, or even begging. 

Simply put, governments are their last resort and best positioned to assist them. 

 

Despite the rare exceptions noted above, countries should encourage people to take control of 

their destiny. Citizens would have little incentive to work hard, save money, and make 

prudent investments if they knew the government would offer a decent retirement fund. 

Governments deal with significant sample sizes, and while this is unlikely to happen with 

many responsible people, it still poses a significant national risk. The way parents raise their 

children is an analogous example. They provide for them from an early age, similar to how 

governments offer free education, but children are expected to mature and take charge of 

their own lives. Parents who indulge their children for too long are spoiling them in the same 

manner that a national retirement fund would prevent them from becoming self-sufficient. 

 

Finally, the benefits of a more confident, mature populace outweigh the occasionally 

unavoidable incidence of desperation. However, there should be a balance that allows for 

these outliers while still encouraging more life-affirming principles. 
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