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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Demand for Consumer Goods 
 

Q-The increase in the production of consumer goods results in damage to the natural 

environment. 

What are the causes of this? 

What can be done to solve this problem? 
 

ANSWER 

 

Today's growing consumer demand has accelerated industrial production, posing a threat to 

the environment. This essay will explain why this happens and offer solutions to the 

associated environmental risks. 

Environmental degradation caused by consumer goods production can be traced back to 

government failures. Countries' competition makes it nearly impossible to agree on a unified 

global policy. There have been attempts, such as the recent Paris accords. Still, many 

powerful nations, most notably the United States and China, are afraid of losing their 

competitive advantages and are unwilling to sign away their autonomy. Developing countries 

also feel that protecting the environment handicaps them and is a lower priority than rising 

living standards. This is coupled with the rise of corporate lobbying groups and corruption in 

governments worldwide. Powerful companies can fund studies for bills that support their 

efforts to ramp up production and downplay the environmental costs. 

 

A slew of stringent government regulations can mitigate the environmental consequences of a 

consumer economy. The best examples of these laws come from Europe's environmentally 

conscious nations. The European Union has signed every global accord that has been 

presented to them and is making significant progress in enforcing the agreed-upon limits 

outlined in these charters among its constituent members. These include allowing countries to 

purchase carbon credits, prohibiting plastic bags, and regulating toxic waste disposal. There 

are also more proactive solutions to promote renewable energies like solar and wind power. 

The rest of the world can learn from Europe's reforms how to wean itself off unhealthy 

reliance on the fossil fuels that underpin consumerism. 

To summarise, the government is to blame for the environmental impact of a consumer 

economy, but they also hold the keys to averting future disasters. On the other hand, 

governments are unlikely to act until the situation has progressed beyond a tipping point. 
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