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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-Car ownership has increased rapidly over the past thirty years, and many cities 

worldwide are now 'one big traffic jam.' 

How true do you think this statement is? What measures can governments take to 

discourage people from using their cars? 

-Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge 

or experience. 
 
MODEL ANSWER  

Most people would agree that car ownership has risen in recent years and is causing many 

issues, particularly in densely populated areas. But, on the other hand, governments have 

several options for dealing with this. 

Many major cities worldwide have traffic issues, but these issues vary. For example, driving 

around my town after 10 a.m. and before 5 p.m. is relatively simple. However, outside of 

these hours, you must allow twice the usual time to arrive at your destination. In some other 

cities, traffic is always congested, and the sound of car horns is constant as people try to get 

where they need to go. 

Encouragement of public transportation is one of the best approaches governments can take 

in congested cities. This implies that transportation facilities must be well-maintained and 

affordable to the general public. Buses, trams, and trains are convenient modes of 

transportation, and if they are inexpensive and dependable, people will use them. 

Another strategy is to build car parks and shopping centers on the city's outskirts to 

discourage people from entering it. Many cities worldwide do this successfully and provide 

passengers with bus transportation into the city center if necessary. 

Governments can also run campaigns to encourage people to rely less on their cars during 

peak travel times. This is because so many car trips, for example, involve very short trips to 

the supermarket or a nearby school. These are frequently unnecessary, but we get in our cars 

without thinking. 

We are all responsible for the upkeep of our cities. Governments can do a lot to help, and one 

of the things they should do is encourage people to consider alternatives to driving. 
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