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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-In some countries, young people are encouraged to work or travel for a year between 

finishing high school and starting university studies. 

-Discuss the advantages and disadvantages for young people who decide to do this. 
 
 Model answer 

After graduating from high school, it is common for young people in many nations to take a 

sabbatical from education. This tendency is not limited to wealthy students with the financial 

means to travel; it may also be seen among poorer students who opt to work and become 

financially self-sufficient for some time. 

The causes for this tendency could include an awareness that a young adult who goes straight 

from high school to university has limited broad knowledge and world experience. Those 

who have worked for a living or traveled to different countries, on the other hand, have a 

broader perspective on life and more personal resources to draw on. Furthermore, they are 

more self-reliant, which is an essential factor in academic study and research and offers them 

an advantage in dealing with the problems of student life. 

Taking time off at that age, though, comes with its own set of risks. Young adults may never 

return to school or find it challenging to reacclimate to a classroom setting. They may believe 

that continuing in a particular career or doing something altogether different from a 

university study is a better option. But, in general, I think this is less likely today when 

academic credentials are required for a rewarding profession. 

Young people, in my opinion, should be encouraged to extend their perspectives. That is the 

most effective approach to understanding what they want to do with their lives and why. 

Students that have this mindset are usually the most productive and motivated, and taking a 

year off may be the most excellent way to achieve it. 
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