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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-Plagiarism in academics has become a pressing problem in many countries today. 

What are the causes of this problem? 

What are some possible solutions? 
 

Plagiarism has emerged as a severe problem in academic circles in recent decades. The 

primary causes of this revolve around disseminating information to countries with differing 

attitudes toward intellectual property rights, and the solutions are strict penalties for 

plagiarised works. 

Plagiarism is not considered offensive or treated lightly in many countries. Students in 

Vietnam, for example, grow up in an environment where copyright is essentially just for 

show. It is common for photocopy shops to print or copy entire books without fear of legal 

repercussions. Many students are taught in school to memorize and reproduce the works of 

others and are forbidden from coming up with their ideas. The rise of Facebook, which hardly 

polices IP rights, has led to further lawlessness. Altogether, theft is culturally permitted if not 

encouraged. Countries worldwide have different standards based on history, culture, and legal 

frameworks. 

 

The best way to deal with plagiarism is to impose varying degrees of punishment. Those who 

blatantly copy and paste works and pass them off as their own for commercial gain should 

face complete criminal and civil prosecution. This will keep the most extreme cases to a 

minimum. However, sharing and posting materials on the internet is more complex because 

perpetrators do not always receive direct financial benefits and can be challenging to locate. 

In these cases, websites like Facebook must police their users and issue warnings and bans to 

repeat offenders. 

To summarise, the relevant threat of plagiarism requires both companies and countries to 

collaborate to limit any potential damage. 
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