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IELTS SPEAKING PART 2 CUE CARD TOPIC  
 

Q-Describe an environmental problem that has occurred in your country. 
You should say: 

 The cause of the problem 
 What effect it has had on your country 
 The steps, if any, that have been taken to solve this  

Explain why you think this problem is so significant to solve. 
 

Model Answer 
Okay, I'm going to talk about an environmental issue in my country. 
Flooding is one of the most severe issues right now. This is becoming more common with 

each passing year, and it appears to be worsening. I believe it is the result of a combination of 
factors. For starters, there has been significant deforestation in the country's north due to 

illegal logging. As a result, the water has nowhere to go when it rains but down the 
mountains and into the villages and towns. Global warming could also be a factor. Scientists 
believe that this is causing more severe weather, explaining the increasing amount of rain that 

we've been seeing. It also means that the soil is drier, so rainwater runs off rather than being 
absorbed. 

Unfortunately, there have been severe consequences for my country. As previously stated, 
excess water flows into villages and towns via rivers, overflowing, resulting in massive 
flooding. Thousands of people are affected, and many of them become homeless. Every year, 

several hundred people die. It moves through the country, beginning in the north and ending 
at sea, affecting many towns and capital cities. This has ramifications for the government, as 

they must spend so much money managing the disaster each year. 
The government attempts to address the issue, but it won't be easy. They are trying to halt 
widespread deforestation, but much of the damage has already been done, so what can they 

do? They are also beginning to construct defenses such as walls along some significant rivers 
that run through town to prevent them from overflowing. Another thing they are working on 

is improving their response systems. In most towns, a government organization is now in 
charge of coordinating relief operations and ensuring that they are well-prepared in advance. 
Because of the severity of the consequences, resolving this issue is a top priority. As I 

previously stated, it causes suffering for many people while also incurring high costs for the 
government, which we cannot afford because we are not a wealthy country. Moreover, it 

implies that other services suffer due to a lack of funds. My country has other issues, but this 
is the most serious. 
So, that is a severe problem in my country, and I can only hope that it does not worsen. 
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