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IELTS SPEAKING PART 3 FOLLOW UP   

Values 

Q-Let's consider values and the way they change. 

What kinds of possessions give status to people in your country? 
That's an excellent question. Let me think about it... It depends on where you are and who 

you are with, in my opinion. It's things like the car you're driving if you're out in public. In 

my country, having the latest Mercedes Benz model is a sign of status because most people 

can't even afford a car of any kind. Property, including the house you own and the 

possessions you keep in it, is also a sign of status. If you have a lovely home in a nice 

neighborhood, it demonstrates that you have money and are someone important. 

Has it always been the same, or were other possessions considered valuable in the past? 
I'm too young to recall what it was like a long time ago, but I believe it was different. Cars, 

for example, arrived in our country only in the last ten years or so, as I previously stated. 

Because that type of consumerism is relatively new, it couldn't have been used to represent 

anything valuable. Gold and jewelry, on the other hand, were regarded as legitimate. Of 

course, these are still useful today, but they were more critical in the past because many 

modern-day possessions were not available. 

Why do you think people need to show their status in society? 
I believe this is because it is essential in society to show that you have money or are 

successful – nature, or the way we are raised, makes us feel this way, but so does the pressure 

that society places on everyone to be successful. And displaying status implies that you have 

money and success, so people want to do. So, again, returning to the car example, driving 

around in a Mercedes is a prominent display of status – it says to people, "Look, I am 

successful, and I have money." Another reason could be respect. In many cultures, people 

with high status are respected and receive preferential treatment. 
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