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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 
Q-Tourism today creates various problems, such as pollution due to flights, traffic congestion, and 

water pollution. Do you think that governments should impose extra taxes on flights or accommodation 

to restrict today's tourism industry? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own experience 

or knowledge. 

 

Model Answer: [Opinion: Governments should NOT impose extra taxes on flights or 

accommodation.] 

Nowadays, the environmental problems caused by tourists and tourism-related activities are 

so severe that many people advocate for imposing high taxes on air travel and hotels to 

reduce tourist inflow. I'm afraid I have to disagree with this notion and believe that the 

authorities should find better ways to address this rather than burdening the tourism industry 

with an additional tax. 

 

I believe governments should avoid levying additional taxes on flights and accommodations 

because tourism creates jobs and economic movement in the region. It also brings in a 

significant amount of foreign remittances to the country. Many countries, such as St. Lucia, 

the Maldives, and Thailand, rely heavily on the consistent revenue generated by their tourism 

industries. It also teaches people to be tolerant of other cultures and allows them to learn 

about various cultures and traditions. Therefore, more taxes on tourist movement and 

accommodation will have disastrous consequences for many countries. As a result, any 

measures that would reduce the number of tourists should be avoided. 

 

To control pollution and waste, authorities can hire people to clean up after themselves while 

instructing visitors not to pollute the environment. Furthermore, policies should be 

implemented to improve tourist behavior while visiting a foreign country. Improving public 

transportation and dedicating transportation to tourists can significantly reduce traffic 

congestion. Furthermore, scientific research and engineering feats can dramatically reduce 

pollution caused by vehicles and airplanes, and funds should be allocated for such research. 

On the one hand, these solutions would improve the situation while not depriving citizens of 

jobs and economic freedom. 

 

To summarise, additional levies on tourist transportation and lodging will limit the inflow of 

tourists, jeopardizing the livelihoods of local citizens, particularly in tourism-dependent 

countries. As a result, authorities are expected to find better ways to control tourists' actions 

in travel destinations rather than reducing their number and employing more people and 

technology to solve the problem. 
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