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IELTS WRITING TASK 2  
 

Q-Many young people choose to take a year out between finishing school and starting 

university to gain work experience or travel. The expertise of non-academic life benefits 

the individual when they return to education. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 

-Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge 

or experience. 
 
 Model answer 

It is common for young people to take a year off from school or college before enrolling in 

university. However, in general, doing so has no negative impact on their educational 

progress. On the contrary, depending on how the time off is used, it can provide invaluable 

experiences before entering higher education. 

For example, one of the most popular reasons for taking an educational break is to travel; this 

allows the student to interact with people from different cultures, meet new people, and, in 

some cases, open up new opportunities abroad that would not have been available at home. 

On the other hand, some people prefer to spend their time at work. This could be in the 

voluntary sector, on conservation projects, or in paid employment, such as as an au pair or 

teaching English in another country. The skills and experiences gained can be highly 

beneficial at university and later in one's career. 

Taking a year off, on the other hand, has its drawbacks. To begin with, it entails taking a year 

off from school. Returning to it and regaining the necessary discipline and focus can be 

difficult. Furthermore, if attractive offers of work or additional travel become available 

during the break, carefully planned plans may be thrown off course. 

Nonetheless, the benefits likely outweigh the drawbacks. The time spent away from 

education allows the individual to reflect on life and any important decisions before enrolling 

in a lengthy and costly study period. Furthermore, the experiences gained during the year will 

help develop self-confidence and maturity, both of which will be useful in the future. 
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