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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-Fewer students study science at school and university, favoring more computer-based 

subjects. 

Is this a positive or negative development? What are the reasons for this? 

-Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge 

or experience. 
 
 Model answer 

There has been a clear shift among secondary and university students away from traditional 

sciences and toward IT-related subjects in recent years. This essay will discuss this shift and 

explain why I believe it is a negative development. 

Given the pervasiveness of computer technology in society, the rise in popularity of IT and 

similar computer-based subjects is unsurprising. Our lives have become so reliant on devices 

and the Internet that it has become one of the world's most important industries. The media is 

rife with stories of tech start-ups that have made their founders and inventors millionaires or 

billionaires, so it's easy to see why young people would be drawn to the industry as a field of 

study. Moreover, it appears to be a safer bet than a career in science, which typically requires 

a longer-term commitment and, at first glance, offers fewer rewards in terms of salary and 

social prestige. 

However, both academia and society rely on a steady flow of talented scientists pushing the 

boundaries of what is possible. These people create our medicines, design our cars, improve 

our manufacturing processes, invent new materials - the list goes on and on, and their work is 

critical to maintaining and enhancing the quality of life we enjoy. As a result, a decrease in 

the number of students studying sciences means fewer talented people doing such important 

work. 

In conclusion, given the importance of the computing industry in today's world, the shift 

toward computer-based subjects and careers is understandable. However, if this comes at the 

expense of recruiting new scientists and engineers, it could be disastrous. The world would be 

very different if scientific innovation did not exist. 
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