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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 
Q-Some people think certain prisoners should be made to do unpaid community work instead of being 

put behind bars. 

-To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 

-Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge 

or experience. 
 

 Answer: [Agreement] 
Crime has risen above a moderate level in many countries, and incarceration of convicted 

individuals is standard practice. However, some members of society believe that not all 

crimes are equal and that the repercussions of a harsh sentence for all offenses are 

uncivilized. They emphasize the importance of unpaid community service as a punishment 

for minor offenders and children, and I believe that certain offenders should receive non-

custodial sentences. 

 

The main reason I favor community service over prison time, such as cleaning streets, 

planting trees, and working for a charity, is that many offenders are not born criminals, and 

circumstances frequently force them to commit a transgression. Furthermore, when such 

unintentional convicts are expelled from society, they tend to re-offend in isolation because 

no one accepts them. Aside from that, juvenile delinquents should be rehabilitated through 

community service. However, a recent study found that many young people who have been in 

prison for a long time often become even worse criminals. 

 

However, violent offenders who commit heinous crimes such as premeditated murder, 

vandalism, abduction, hijacking, rapes, and so on should be punished to set an excellent 

example in society. Thus, a criminal's background and the crime motif should be considered. 

For example, stealing food from a store because his mother is hungry is entirely different 

from robbing an elderly lady and violently stabbing her. Therefore, the former should be 

given another chance, whereas the latter should be imprisoned. 

 

Someone with no previous criminal record and a sensible reason for minor misconduct 

should be treated differently from a serial killer. The objective of the law is to maintain peace 

in society, not to punish people. Thus unpaid community service is a great option to let some 

convicted lament their crime and do something good for the organization. 
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