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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

The world is experiencing a dramatic increase in population, causing poor, undeveloped 

countries and industrialized and developing nations. 

Describe some of the problems that overpopulation causes and suggest at least one 

possible solution. 
 

Model answer: 

Most countries' populations are growing at an alarming rate. This is especially true in 

impoverished, developing countries. Overpopulation is responsible for a slew of issues. 

 

It isn't easy to feed even the current population in developing countries. Furthermore, 

education to limit the number of children per family is not always practical. Poorer countries 

typically have a high unemployment rate, which exacerbates the situation. When there are too 

many people on the land, the environment suffers. 

 

It is difficult for governments in wealthy, industrialized, and developing countries to provide 

adequate public services in overcrowded cities. Furthermore, there is usually more crime, 

often caused by high unemployment rates. Therefore, more significant population growth will 

lead to more overcrowding, unemployment, and corruption. 

 

There are two primary solutions to the problem of overpopulation. To begin, every pregnant 

woman who does not wish to give birth should be legally permitted to have an abortion. 

Second, governments must educate people about the importance of family size limits. In 

China, for example, couples who have more than one child face financial penalties. This may 

appear to be cruel, but the "one-child policy" is beginning to have an impact on the world's 

most populous country. Similar policies may be required in the future for other densely 

populated countries such as India. 

 

To summarise, if population growth continues, many more people will die of starvation in 

developing countries, and life in cities, even in wealthy countries, will become increasingly 

difficult. 
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