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IELTS Writing task 1 
Q-The table below presents the number of children- ever born to women aged- 40-44 years in 

Australia for each- year the information was collected since 1981. 

 

  

Number of children ever born, Women aged 40–44 years 

 

          Four or 

    One Two Three more 

 None child children children children 

year % % % % % 

2006 15.9 13.2 38.3 21.5 11.0 

1996 12.8 11.3 38.2 24.6 13.1 

1986 9.7 8.7 35.6 27.0 18.9 

1981 8.5 7.6 29.0 27.4 27.6 

Source: ABS Births Australia 2001, 2006 (3301.0) 

 

 
 Model answer 

In 1981, 1986, 1996, and 2001, the number of children born to mothers aged 40–44 years in 

Australia was shown in the table. 

 

Overall, the proportion of women who have had three or more children by the age of 40-44 

years has decreased significantly during the 1980s, while the number of women who have 

had no children, or just 1 or 2 children, has grown. 

 

In 1981, women aged 40-44 were slightly more likely to have two children than three 

children (29 percent vs. 27.4%) or four or more children (29 percent vs. 27.4%). (27.6 

percent ). Moreover, by 1986, women of this age were much more likely to have had two 

children than three (35.6 percent vs. 27 percent) or four or more children (35.6 percent vs. 27 

percent) (18.9 percent ). 

 

 

The percentage of women aged 40-44 who had given birth to two children were nearly equal 

in 1996 and 2006, while the proportions who had given birth to three or four or more children 

had declined. Women were more likely to have two children than three or more children in 

these more recent eras, a tendency that was most pronounced in the most recent time (38.2 

percent vs. 24.6 percent in 1996; 38.3 percent vs. 21.5 percent in 2006). While two-child 

families currently outnumber single-child households, the percentage of women with only 

one child has risen steadily from 7.6% in 1981 to 13.2% in 2006. 
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