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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 
Q-More and more people are migrating to cities, searching for a better life, but city life can be 

challenging. 

-Explain some of the difficulties of living in a city. How can governments make urban life better for 

everyone? 

-Give reasons for your answer and include relevant examples from your knowledge or 

experience. 
 

Answer: 
Cities provide many conveniences and opportunities that are not available in rural areas, but 

these benefits are not free. Cities can be challenging to live in because of higher living costs, 

pollution, open relationships among people, and fierce competition. As a result, the 

government has a lot of work to improve city dwellers' quality of life. 

 

The main issue for anyone moving from a small town to a city is the exorbitant cost. In a city, 

the cost of education, treatment, housing, food, and daily necessities is much higher. 

Pollution in cities is the second most serious problem, making cities less suitable places for 

children to grow up. People in cities live in a polluted environment with higher CO2, carbon, 

and other toxic elements in the air. Another disadvantage of city living is the social 

stratification and disparity between rich and poor. Social discrimination is far more prevalent 

in cities than in the rest of the country. 

 

Furthermore, people in small towns and villages have a special bond and are very familiar 

with one another, which is not the case in a city. But, again, municipal life is fraught with 

competition, making people unhappy. For example, someone must compete to get into a 

public vehicle, wait his turn to see the doctor, spend several hours stuck in traffic, and work 

hard to find a decent job. The competition is so fierce that even a child must fight to be 

admitted to a school. 

 

I believe there are many steps that a government can take to tackle these issues. Firstly, the 

government should control the prices of daily commodities and build more high-rise 

buildings to reduce house rent. More public buses with better facilities should be introduced 

to reduce traffic jams. Finally, decentralization and the development of the provincial towns 

would let the authorities shift many industries to these regions and thus reduce the pressure 

on the cities and metropolitan areas. 

 

In conclusion, the government should take initiatives to improve people's living standards in 

cities and make sure rural areas and towns have plenty of job opportunities to reduce the 

pressure on big cities. 
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