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IELTS Speaking Part 2 

 Topic: a historical building 

Talk about a historical building in your country or city that you know. 
You should say: 

 What and where is it? 
 When was it built? Why? 
 What is it known for? 

And say what you like about this particular building. 

 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 2 Talk about a historical building 
I want to speak about a structure near where I grew up. It's known as Assen's Fortress. It's 

only about two kilometers from Assenovgrad, where I spent most of my childhood. That's 

why I'm so familiar with it. The fortress is perched on a cliff overlooking the Assenitsa River. 

Following the national liberation of 1878, the locals dubbed it "Assen's Fortress." Within the 

fortress, there is one building that is a church. It was built in the 12th century known as Sveta 

Bogoroditsa Petricka. Because of its cultural and national significance, I believe it is now on 

the world heritage list of historical buildings. 

During the fifth and fourth centuries BC, the Thracians built the original fortress as a 

stronghold for protection. As a result, it was a busy and vital site during the Roman and 

Byzantine eras. They discovered the fortress walls, the feudal lord's castle, and some water 

reservoirs while excavating the site. But on the other hand, the church was the only structure 

that had been well preserved. 

It has two floors, a large dome with a cross on top, and a large antechamber. It's a porch-like 

structure with a large square belfry above it. 

This church is well-known in Bulgaria for its incredible architecture, the decoration of the 

south facade with plastic, and the remnants of some unique 14th-century murals. 

 

When I visited the building, I could imagine what it was like hundreds of years ago when 

people lived there, and the view is quite impressive. 
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