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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 
 

Q-Overpopulation is the world's most serious environmental problem. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? 

-Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge 

or experience. 
 
 Model answer 

Overpopulation is a growing concern in the developing world, and it is to blame for many of 

the planet's environmental issues. Although an increasing population has some adverse 

effects on the environment, the most severe problem is caused by how humans choose to live 

their lives. Both of these concepts will be discussed in the following essay. 

For several reasons, overpopulation hurts the world's environment. For starters, an increase in 

population means more pollution caused by more cars on the road, factories, farming, and 

household chemicals. Pollution is a significant environmental issue that can have severe 

consequences for human and animal health. 

Overpopulation also means that natural resources are depleting at a faster rate. The modern 

world consumes far more than it produces. People are constantly purchasing more goods and 

constructing more homes. Freshwater, oil, and natural gas are just a few of the resources that 

are in high demand. 

On the other hand, overpopulation would not be an issue if society changed its way of life. 

People could, for example, save natural resources by using less water or consuming fewer 

products to help with these environmental issues. They could also make an effort to reuse or 

recycle more. Pollution could also be reduced if people only bought organic food and drove 

less. 

In conclusion, while overpopulation is a significant environmental issue, it would be 

mitigated if people made specific changes to their daily lifestyles. 
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