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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

 

Q-The most common solution for criminal behavior in prison, but many believe 

education is better. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree? 
 

MODEL ANSWER  

 

Many people believe that rather than locking up criminals, we could better reduce crime by 

addressing systemic issues in our educational systems. However, I think that, while education 

is essential, deterrence is the most effective deterrent to criminality. 

Many people believe that education is a better long-term solution. However, poverty is the 

leading cause of crime, and it is directly related to education. Consider countries with robust 

educational systems. For example, in Singapore, which has one of the world's best school 

systems, most graduates can find well-paying jobs, and the crime rate is thus among the 

lowest in the world. If you have enough money to support yourself and your family, there is 

no reason to commit a crime. 

 

]Regardless of the precise results that education can produce, deterrence remains the primary 

reason people do not commit crimes. People would feel free to steal, murder, or commit any 

other crime if there was no threat of prison. In countries with strict, mandatory sentencing 

guidelines, the effect of prison on offenses is exemplified. Many Southeast Asian countries, 

for example, have imposed harsh sentences for drug-related crimes to successfully combat 

drug trafficking and distribution. There is, however, no substitute for the clear-cut logic 

engendered by the threat of imprisonment. 

 

To summarise, despite the acknowledged benefits of education, the deterrent effect of prison 

prevents the majority of crimes. As a result, countries should invest in long-term solutions 

such as education and economic reform while not overlooking the indispensable role of 

incarceration. 
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