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IELTS WRITING TASK 2 

Q-Going overseas for university study is an exciting prospect for many people. But 

while it may offer some advantages, it is probably better to stay home because of the 

difficulties a student inevitably encounters living and studying in a different culture. 
 

-To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
 

Model answer: 

Without a doubt, studying in a foreign country with a different language and culture can be a 

frustrating and, at times, painful experience. However, while studying abroad has some 

disadvantages, the benefits outweigh the drawbacks. People who study abroad are exposed to 

experiences that those who stay at home will never have. 

 

The most obvious advantage of studying at an overseas university is the opportunity to use a 

different language in everyday situations. While learning a foreign language in one's home 

country is possible, it cannot compare to the constant use of the language in academic and 

everyday life. Therefore, there is no better way to improve your second-language skills than 

to live in the country where it is spoken. Furthermore, using the language while studying 

gives one distinct advantage when applying for jobs that require the language back home. 

 

The international student is not the only one who has traveled from afar to attend a university. 

They will most likely meet many other people from other countries, and it is possible to make 

friends from all over the world. This is exciting on a social level and can lead to critical 

overseas contacts in later professional life. 

 

Finally, living and studying abroad provides a new and unique perspective on the world and, 

perhaps most importantly, one's own country. After overcoming the initial shock of being in a 

new culture, the student gradually understands the host society. When one returns home, one 

sees one's own country in a new, often more appreciative light.  

 

In conclusion, while any apprehension about studying abroad is understandable, it is critical 

to remember that the benefits of the experience make it well worth it. 
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